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Abstract

This article aims to survey the situations and problems in learning English at the
secondary schools affiliated with municipalities in the three southern border provinces.
The data were collected via in-depth interviews from a group of 18 teachers and
students in the three southern border provinces. Qualitative method was used to
analyze the data which were classified, summarize and synthesize respectively, prior to
descriptive and analytical presentation. The results showed the general situations and
the problem as follows. In general, teachers have classes at different levels so they have
to spend much time in lesson preparation. In addition to teaching loads, teachers also
have other responsibilities. For example, they have to attend a training program in how
to make lesson plans via related organizations and peers. Extra curriculum activities can
only be held in class. Learning materials are in the forms of cards, games, pictures and
textbooks. For the problem, teachers have not enough time for teaching preparation.
During classroom activities, they switch from Thai to English on and off. Students are too
shy to answer questions. There is no language laboratory, nor budsget for hiving more
teachers and buying more teaching materials. Beside, schools are often closed due to
the violence occurring in the area, causing less time in leaving English.
Keywords: Situations and Problems in Learning English, Learning English in the Three

South Border Provinces
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